
GP Name 
GP Add 1 
GP Add 2 
GP Add 3 
 
Contract No. �CONTRACTOR_NUM� 
 
Circular 011/15                   2nd July 2015 

Dear Doctor, 

As you know, a new agreement has been introduced, which will allow for the provision of GP care 
free at the point of service to all children aged under 6 years. General Practitioners that have 
entered into the new Agreement for provision of service under The Health Act, 2014, will be in a 
position, from 1st July 2015, to provide and be reimbursed for this type of care. The purpose of this 
circular is to provide clarity on some aspects of the implementation of the Agreement. 

CAPITATION 

GP�s will be reimbursed an enhanced capitation rate of �125 per child per annum. This rate 
includes the provision, by the GP, of two periodic assessments at age 2 and 5. These need 
not be done at the exact age but anytime within their second (month 24 to 35 inclusive) or 
fifth year (month 60 to 71 inclusive) as appropriate. Subject to parental/guardian consent 
(obtained by the HSE), GP�s will be required to return information relating to periodic 
checks. An information return is required when the patient is 2 years old and again at 5 
years old. We are developing an online browser to allow GPs return data for children. When 
a GP inserts the child�s number to confirm the completion of periodic assessment, and if the 
parent has consented for information to be shared with the HSE by the GP, the browser will 
allow a GP to insert a dataset as provided for in the agreement. If a parent has not 
consented for information to be shared, the GP will be advised at this point and no further 
data will be sought. We are updating a suite of reports available through the GP Online Suite 
and will provide a countdown facility starting 6 months before the child turns 3 or 6.  
Returns should only be made where the GP has been notified that the family has given 
consent. Returns can also be made manually, provided they incorporate the relevant data.  

The enhanced capitation rate of �125 is superannuable. This enhanced fee includes the 
supplementary out of hours fee. 
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CARE OF ASTHMATIC PATIENTS 
 

GP�s will also be entitled to further enhanced capitation for each child under 6 diagnosed 
with asthma on their panel and registered by the GP as such. In the first instance, the GP 
must register the patient as an Asthmatic using the online browser. This will ensure the one-
off registration fee (�50.00) will issue with the next payment. This registration fee is 
superannuable.  

To complete this process you should select the �Health Check� option under Panel 
Management on your GP Application Suite and the following page will display 

 

 

Following registration GPs will receive the monthly element of the agreed fee (�90.00) in 
the first year and the monthly element of the agreed fee (�45.00) in the subsequent years 
up to the child�s 6th birthday. The enhanced capitation for Asthma Cycle of Care is 
superannuable. For those patients registered in July the enhanced capitation will be 
backdated to 1st July 2015.  



At year end the GP will be required to submit confirmation of the Asthma Check and if the 
parent has consented for information to be shared by the GP, the browser will allow the GP 
to provide the dataset as provided for in the agreement. However, as in the case of the 
assessment dataset, if a parent has not consented for information to be shared, the GP will 
be advised and no further data will be sought. Where the data is being provided an 
information return is required at least once every year until the child attains the age of 6. 
Data information returns should only be made where the GP has been notified that the 
family has given consent. Returns can also be made manually, provided they incorporate the 
relevant data.  

 
PRACTICE SUPPORTS 

Where the General Practitioner holds a GMS Contract and/or a GP Visit Card Contract, the 
number of persons on the General Practitioner�s panel of Child Patients (under this 
Agreement) will be aggregated with the number of patients on his/her list for the purpose 
of calculating the amount of any subsidies or allowances to be paid to the Medical 
Practitioner. 
 
SPECIAL SERVICES  

There are a number of specific special services that a GP participating in the new 
arrangement can provide to children aged under 6. Payment for these services is based on 
completion of STC/SS/OOH claim forms by using the following codes:  

Special Service Code Description Amount 
X Removal of lodged or impacted 

foreign bodies from the ear, 
nose, throat and skin 

�24.80 

H Removal of adherent foreign 
bodies from the conjunctival 
surface of the eye 

�24.80 

Y Suturing of cuts and lacerations 
(including application of tissue 
glue) 

�37.21 

A Excisions/cryotherapy/diathermy 
of skin lesions 

�24.80 

Z Draining of abscess �24.80 
K Nebuliser treatment in the case 

of acute asthmatic attack 
�37.21 



Special Service Code Description Amount 
D Treatment and plugging of nasal 

and dental haemorrhages 
�24.80 

M Attendance by General 
Practitioner at case conferences 

�62.02 

*Codes X, Y and Z above are new special service codes and can only be used when claiming for under 
6�s.  

All other relevant payments, such as Contribution to Locum Expenses, Practice Support Subsidies, 
Out of Hours etc., will be paid in accordance with the rates payable under the General Medical 
Services (GMS) Capitation Contract.  

We are also updating your Detailed Payment Listing to reflect payments relating to children aged 
under 6.  

I appreciate your support and co-operation in this matter. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Patrick Burke 
Primary Care Reimbursement  
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1st July 2015 

S0057-NCO-15

Dear Doctor, 

Please find attached for your information copy of letter from the Department of Health in relation to the 
introduction of Flexible-Shared Contracts and the extension of the existing retirement age from 70 to 72 
years for certain GP contracts. 

If you have any queries on the contents of the attached letter please forward same to my office at
Natcontractsoffice@hse.ie. or to your Primary Care Unit. 

Yours sincerely, 

Pat O’ Dowd, Assistant National Director- Contracts, 
Primary Care Division 

Health Service Executive
Feidhmeannacht na Seirbhíse Sláinte












